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they said that just is not long enough for them to clarify,
to analyze, to study the different...the different data that
is presented to them. Now the gas companies, o n the o t h e r
hand, says that they did not want to go beyond the 90 days.
Orxginally, they didn't want to go b eyond t he 90 da y s
because they would have to operate at a l o ss , or at a
decreased profit for a longer time period. The amendment
that we came up with is that after...the cities would have
180 days to make the final determination, but t hat t h e g a s
companies can put the rate increase into effect 90 days, the
current 90 days, and that rate increase will b e subjec t t o
refund. And, thirdly, to what c i t i es does i t app l y ?
Current law was somewhat unclear. Again, this was the
original intent of 494 that Senator Abboud brought t o us .
Current l y , i t wi l l app l y t o a l l c i t i e s t h at a r e se r v e d by a
private gas company. It does not apply to companies where
we have municipal, a municipal gas company. So, with that
explanation, that is what the amendment is . I ur ge you t o
adopt i t .

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Abboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Mr. President, col l eagues , I r i se t o
support the amendment. I think it further clarifies the
laws dealing with the regulation of natural gas in the State
of Nebraska. And I think it is a good amendment to add on
to LB 494. With that, I urge the adoption of the amendment.
Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Is there further discussion? The motion we have
now is to return the bill to Select File for the amendment
that has been explained. But the motion now is to return
the bill. Is there further discussion on that motion? Any
clos i ng , S e n a tor Wi t h e m ?

SENATOR WITHEM: I merely urge the return of the bill.

PRESIDENT: Motion is to return LB 494 from Final Reading to
Select File for a specific amendment. All those in favor
vote aye, opposed vote nay . Have you all voted? Record the
vote, Mr . Cl er k .

CLERK: 30 ayes , 0 nays on the motion to return,
Mr. P res id en t .

PRESIDENT: Th e b i l l i s r e t u rn ed to Select File for a
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